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Solar Energy South Africa

Requirements for laying
photovoltaic panels on roofs
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Overview

An increasing number of people are investing in solar energy. More and more
homes are having solar panels, or solar tiles, installed on their roofs. Of
course, with such installations, the topic of planning permission and building
regulations often comes to the surface. There is a lot of uncertainty with
regards to whether or. 

In April 2008, changes to legislation were made. This deemed that
the installation of solar panels became a permitted development. As a result
of this, planning permissionis no longer required for solar panels unless the
building. 

Regardless of whether or not planning permission is required for the
installation of your solar panels, the installation itself is still subject to
standard building regulations. You will need. 

In addition to the official regulation that surrounds PV installation, it is
essential to consider some of the practicalities that come with having solar. 

In the vast majority of cases, installing solar PV will not require any form of
planning permissions. This is because solar panels are (as mentioned earlier)
permitted developments (or PD) under the relevant legislation. If you. 

Your roof must be able to support the additional weight of rooftop panels and
the electricals of the system must be safe. Standard health and safety
practices must also be adhered to.Do you need planning permission to install
solar panels on your roof?

An increasing number of people are investing in solar energy. More and more
homes are having solar panels, or solar tiles, installed on their roofs. Of
course, with such installations, the topic of planning permission and building
regulations often comes to the surface. 

How many solar panels can be installed on a roof?

Your roof will need to be large enough to fit a suitable number of solar panels,
as there’s rarely much point putting just two or three panels up there. The
average solar panel takes up 2m², and your installer should leave around
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40cm on each side of the array, as well as 3cm between every panel. 

Can a solar panel be installed on a roof?

If you wish to install a solar panel on your roof building regulations will
normally apply. The ability of the existing roof to carry the load (weight) of the
panel will need to be checked and proven. Some strengthening work may be
needed. Building regulations also apply to other aspects of the work such as
electrical installation. 

How long do solar panels last on a flat roof?

Most UK roofs are strong enough to hold solar panels for their entire lifespan –
which can last 40 years or more. This is because a solar panel system usually
weighs about 20kg per square metre, which the great majority of roofs can
hold. However, flat roofs may not always be strong enough for solar panels. 

How much weight can a solar roof hold?

Installers must only fit solar panels if they’re sure your roof can hold their
weight, and carry on doing so for up to 40 years. Fortunately, most roofs in
the UK are built to hold much more than a solar panel system, which usually
weigh around 20kg per square metre when everything’s included. 

Are there building regulations for solar panels?

There are building regulations for solar panels, as there are for most home
improvements. These government regulations are frequently updated to
ensure that any alterations made to properties don’t threaten the safety or
health of people who live or work in them.
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Requirements for laying photovoltaic panels on roofs

  

Is my roof suitable for solar
panels? [UK checklist]

Most UK roofs are strong enough to hold solar
panels for their entire lifespan - which can last 40
years or more. This is because a solar panel
system usually weighs about 20kg per square
metre, which the great majority ...

  

Building regulations for solar
panels: explained [UK, 2024]

Your installer must gain building regulations
approval from your local authority for their solar
panel system plan before they can proceed. They
will have to prove your roof can comfortably
support the weight of your chosen ...

  

Is Your Roof Strong Enough for
Solar Panels? , Paradise
Energy

Learn about the weight of solar panels, roof
support, impact of snow, and panel installation.
Is your roof strong enough for solar panels?
Learn about the weight of solar panels, roof
support, ...

  

Installing solar panels on a flat
roof: critical ...

When planning solar panel setup onto a flat roof,
While you can lay solar panels flat against a

Powered by Solar Energy South Africa



Page 5/6

slanted roof, there's some specialized equipment
necessary to mount solar panels on a flat roof. to
match your energy output ...

  

Roof-Mounted Solar PV Panels
- Part 1: Structural Code
Requirements

"16.12.5.2...Where applicable, snow drift loads
created by photovoltaic panels or modules shall
be included." Therefore, both the IRC and IBC
state that the loads imposed by the PV panels ...

  

Can Solar Panels be Laid Flat
on the Roof? (or Angled?)

And typically, flat roofs lack the structure
required for attaching the panels to the roof, so
you will need to consider an alternative. If
nothing secures your solar panels to the roof,
they will come ...

  

RC62: Recommendations for
fire safety with PV panel
installations

are not intended for single residence dwellings
(detached or connected), or to roof-integrated PV
panel systems, i.e. those where the PV panels
form part of the building envelope. While o ...
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Are solar panels on a flat roof
a good idea?

A typical residential solar panel covers about 1.5
square metres, so even a small flat roof can
accommodate a few panels. However, the more
space you have, the more energy you can
produce. Best type of solar panels ...

  

Solar Panels on Flat Roofs:
Costs, Pros & Cons ...

Flat roof solar panel mounting is usually done
with ballasts, which can also incur extra costs
during purchase. Ballasts can be around £60 to
£120 per kilowatt on average but prices can vary
based on sizes and whether ...

  

Solar Panels On A Flat Roof 

A solar panel system is designed to capture
sunlight for energy production, and the
orientation of your roof will determine how much
sunlight it receives throughout the day. The ideal
orientation for a solar panel system in the ...

Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://ian-solar.co.za
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